
Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnerships Advisory Meeting 
Location:  Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Conference Room G 

September 25th, 2025 

1. Welcome and Introductions:  Notes on pages 2-3 (Clark)

2. Review of August 28th, 2025 Minutes Pages 10-12 (Clark)

3. Additions to the Agenda: (Clark)

4. Public Comment on Agenda Items: (Clark)

5. Presentation: Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (Sam)

6. Partnership Action Items/Discussion: See notes Pages 2-3 (Clark)
Action Items: Recommendation from Education to approve Fall Newsletter Discussion 
Items:
Partnership Awards:  Selection Committee from voting members
Voting member vacancies
Annual meeting discussion and Nov/Dec meeting
Slate of officers for 2026

7. Coalition Planning/Committee Reports:  See Notes Pages 2-3 (Briana/subcommittee 
members)

8. BDAP Grants and Programs updates: See Notes Pages 2-3 (Judy)

9. Partner Updates:  Opportunity for Partners to update (Judy)

10. Other:  Next meeting:  Thursday, October 23rd, 2025

Thank you to all our partners for your support of the coaltion! 

1

Donna Carter
Highlight

Donna Carter
Highlight

Donna Carter
Highlight

Donna Carter
Highlight

Donna Carter
Highlight



Welcome/Introductions: 

Review of the Minutes:  August 28th, 2025 

Presentation:  Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (Sam) 

Partnership Action Items/Discussion:   
Education Committee is presenting the Fall Newsletter for approval.  It is included in the packet. 
Action Items: Recommendation from Education to approve Fall Newsletter.  

Discussion: 
Fiscal Update: Unfortunately, the legislators will not be returning to the capitol until the week of 
September 29th.  We are not hearing any movement on the budget at this time.  Even if the budget 
would get approved and sent to the governor for signing the week they return, it would be 60-90 
days before our invoice will be process and funding will flow to our organization.  The 
Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs has released our allocations for the 6-month grant 
extension which ends 12/31/2025.  They requested we submit our invoices as soon as possible 
which we did.  They will be holding them until the budget passes.  We have not been reimbursed 
for expenses since 7/1/2025.  Our contracted providers are not being paid at this time as per their 
contracts.  They do not receive payment unless we do.  We are currently in discussions with the 
landlords we work with to discuss their ability to wait for payment until the budget is passed.  
We are paying October rents.  We will not be able to pay additional rents until we start to receive 
funds.   

Partnership Awards:  Selection Committee from voting members:  We will need 3 voting 
members to review the Partnership Award submissions.  This normally only takes about 1 hour of 
time to review and make a selection.  The submission will be emailed to you ahead of time and 
then we provide discussion and vote on the awardees.  

Voting member vacancies:  We have 4 sectors of the community open at this time.  
Education/Healthcare/Older Adults/Community.  If any of the members have suggestions or 
committee members that would be interested, please send their names and information to Judy 
Rosser.   

Annual meeting discussion and Nov/Dec meeting:  Due to the budget impasse, we will not be 
scheduling a dinner for this year.  We will be discussing with the partnerships ways we could 
highlight our partners and Top Gun awardees.  Since we will not have a dinner which counts as 
our November meeting, we need to schedule a meeting for November and we also need to set the 
December meeting date.  Both of these meetings fall in the holiday season. 

Slate of officers for 2026:  In preparation for the Annual meeting in November, I will need to 
present the slate of officer at the October which will then be voted on at the November meeting.  
Slate positions:  Chair/First Vice Chair and Second Vice Chair.  These officer positions are open 
to voting members only.  Please let Judy Rosser know your interest in these officer positions.  
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Coalition Planning/Committee Reports: (Briana) 
CPDUD- Donna Gority attended Ohana night on behalf of CPDUD, event went well about 60 
people attended, CPDUD will have a trunk in our annual trunk or treat on October 20th , 
discussed ways to get more people to attend the meeting.  

Youth League- all of youth league attended ohana night, discussion about the set up of trunk or 
treat and they will also attend trunk or treat.  

Education- SADD students attended ohana night on behalf of education, and they will also attend 
trunk or treat. Discussion about ways to get more people to attend the meeting.  

Rise for Recovery- Dan and Reid attend ohana night on behalf of rise for recovery and will also 
attend trunk or treat as well. The Rise for Recovery Community Gala is on September 20th and 
will have an update at the partnership meeting. 

BDAP Grants and Programs Updates: (Judy) 

PREP Grant:  No Update for this month 
PCCD Re-entry Women’s grant: Grant ended 6.30.2025.  We have received tentative approval 
of the grant through the County Opioid Settlement funds 
PCCD in prison medicated assisted treatment grant: Grant ended 6.30.2025.  We have 
received tentative approval of the grant through the County Opioid Settlement funds  
Children Youth and Families Discussion:  We have staff scheduled at the CYFS office in July.  
We have finalized the contract with the county.  Our staff are in the office appx 18 hours a week. 
Recognized Entity for Narcan:  Save a Life Day is today.  It is a national event that promotes 
the use and access to NARCAN.  We have numerous sites across the county participating in this 
event.  Sierra Binduga is a resident at West Virginia University who is a native of Blair County.  
She brought the initiative to the Blair County Overdose Prevention Task Force who also 
endorsed her efforts to have sites across Blair County to spread information and access on 
NARCAN.  She was able to get appx 7 sites to join her in this event.  BDAP has a table today 
and we are also manning a table at the Altoona Library. 
PA Traffic Injury Prevention Project:  No changes to date 
Drug Free Communities Grant:  See Briana’s report. 
Trauma Informed Organization-We have been meeting to review the survey results.  There 
were several areas we have initiated within our organization:  100% of staff are trained in trauma 
101-102.  We are in the process of 2 staff being trainers of trainers for Trauma 101 and 102.  This
will provide the capacity to offer to our new staff on a regular basis as well as to the system.  We
are screening for trauma on a regular basis in our Intensive Case Management services.  We
provided a self-care training to all staff as they may be exposed to secondary trauma when
working with individuals.
CRAFT:  Next session for Craft will be scheduled after the first of the year.
Opioid Settlement Funds:  The county released the RFP for another round of funding from the
funds.
PA Attorney General’s grant:  Our application was declined due to having staff expenses in the
RFP.  We will not be re-submitting this proposal.
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Reach out to Sierra Binduga at (814) 381-5259 or binduga.sierra@outlook.com

Save a Life Day
For the first time, Save a Life Day is coming to
Blair County. Stop by one of the stations to get

free Narcan and learn how to save a life

How does Narcan save
lives?

Narcan/naloxone is an extremely safe
and easy to use medication that
reverses opioid overdoses including
those caused by fentanyl. It has no
potential for abuse and is harmless if
given to someone who isn’t overdosing.
Carrying Narcan saves lives and will
help reduce the stigma around
overdose and addiction. By simply
carrying Narcan, you can help protect
your community and support those
living with substance use disorder.

Scan this QR code for
an updated interactive
map of all the stations!

Want to help?
Since the interactive map can be
updated, we are still welcoming
businesses to host stations. If you want
to volunteer, host a station, or have
anything else to add, please contact
Sierra Binduga at (814) 381-5259.

Thursday, September 25, 2025
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM



TRUNK 
OR 

TREAT 2025
Join us 10/20. Decorating starts

4:30pm. Event is 5:30- 7 pm.

BLAIR DRUG AND ALCOHOL
PARTNERSHIPS IS LOOKING FOR

GROUPS TO PARTICPATE IN

If interested in having a trunk,
contact Michaela Benson at
mbenson@blairdap.org or

814-381-0921 by 10/13



TRUNK
or treat

3001 Fai rway Dr ive,  Al toona
PA, 16602

5:30 pm- 7:00 pm
October 20

Blair Drug and Alcohol
Partnerships

Free n ight  of  safe t r ick or
t reat ing!

alcohol, nicotine, and other
drug fee event
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