
Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Advisory Meeting-Minutes 
September 25, 2025 

Welcome/Introductions: 

 

Voting Members in Person: Holly O’Connor 

Voting Members on Zoom: Kylee Wisor, Ryan Custead, Brendan Moran 

Voting Members Absent with Notice: Tricia Johnson, Elizabeth Karns-Waters, Clark Sheehe 

Voting Members Absent without Notice: Joshua Hayes 

Non-voting members in person: Shannyn Keith, Samantha Calhoun, Briana Cunningham, Judy 

Rosser, Karen Socie, Amanda Humphreys, Donna Carter, Donna Gorrity 

Non-voting members on Zoom: Ben Eberhart, Susan Hawthorne, Marcee Petrarca, 

Hollidaysburg SADD, Joe Bettwy 

 

 

Review of the Minutes:  August 28th, 2025 

Action Item: Kylee Wisor made a motion to approve the August minutes as presented.  

Ryan Custead seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by all voting members 

present. 

 

Presentation:  Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (Sam) 

-September is FASD awareness month, which is symbolic for the 9 months of pregnancy. FASD 

effects a fetus physically, mentally, behaviorally, and cognitively. This can occur if the mother 

drinks alcohol at any time, in any amount during pregnancy. It was thought in the past that there 

was a “safe” amount of alcohol that a woman can consume during pregnancy, until the negative 

effects were found in 1981. It has been reported that there are over 400 cases nationwide. Every 

1 in 10 woman report drinking during pregnancy, and 1 in 22 women report binge drinking 

during pregnancy. 62% of individuals with FASD have ADHD, and 58% have hearing issues. 

Some symptoms of FASD overlap with Autism, so it is possible that the similarities between the 

two may lead to impaired statistics.  

 

Partnership Action Items/Discussion:   

Education Committee is presenting the Fall Newsletter for approval.  It is included in the packet. 

Action Item: Recommendation from Education to approve Fall Newsletter.  

Kylee Wisor made a motion to approve the Fall Newsletter as presented. Holly O’Connor 

seconded the motion. The motion was approved by all voting members present. 

 

Discussion: 

Fiscal Update: Unfortunately, the legislators will not be returning to the capitol until the week of 

September 29th.  We are not hearing any movement on the budget at this time.  Even if the budget 

would get approved and sent to the governor for signing the week they return, it would be 60-90 

days before our invoice will be process and funding will flow to our organization.  The 

Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs has released our allocations for the 6-month grant 

extension which ends 12/31/2025.  They requested we submit our invoices as soon as possible 

which we did.  They will be holding them until the budget passes.  We have not been reimbursed 

for expenses since 7/1/2025.  Our contracted providers are not being paid at this time as per their 

contracts.  They do not receive payment unless we do.  We are currently in discussions with the 

landlords we work with to discuss their ability to wait for payment until the budget is passed.  

We are paying October rents.  We will not be able to pay additional rents until we start to receive 
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funds.   

 

Partnership Awards:  Selection Committee from voting members:  We will need 3 voting 

members to review the Partnership Award submissions.  This normally only takes about 1 hour of 

time to review and make a selection.  The submission will be emailed to you ahead of time and 

then we provide discussion and vote on the awardees.  

Kylee Wisor and Ryan Custead volunteered. Judy will reach out to Clark Sheehe to see if 

he is interested. Holly O’Connor will volunteer if Clark is unable to. 

 

Voting member vacancies:  We have 4 sectors of the community open at this time.  

Education/Healthcare/Older Adults/Community.  If any of the members have suggestions or 

committee members that would be interested, please send their names and information to Judy 

Rosser.   

 

Annual meeting discussion and Nov/Dec meeting:  Due to the budget impasse, we will not be 

scheduling a dinner for this year.  We will be discussing with the partnerships ways we could 

highlight our partners and Top Gun awardees.  Since we will not have a dinner which counts as 

our November meeting, we need to schedule a meeting for November and we also need to set the 

December meeting date.  Both of these meetings fall in the holiday season. 

 

November Partnership Meeting Date. 

Action Item: Kylee Wisor made a motion to schedule the November meeting on November 

20th at 12:30PM. Holly O’Connor seconded the motion. The motion was approved by all 

voting members present. 

 

December Partnership Meeting Date. 

Action Item: Kylee Wisor made a motion to schedule the December meeting on December 

18th at 12:30 PM. Ryan Custead seconded the motion. The motion was approved by all 

members present. 

 

Slate of officers for 2026:  In preparation for the Annual meeting in November, I will need to 

present the slate of officer at the October which will then be voted on at the November meeting.  

Slate positions:  Chair/First Vice Chair and Second Vice Chair.  These officer positions are open 

to voting members only.  Please let Judy Rosser know your interest in these officer positions.  

 

Coalition Planning/Committee Reports: (Briana) 

CPDUD- Donna Gority attended Ohana night on behalf of CPDUD, event went well about 60 

people attended, CPDUD will have a trunk in our annual trunk or treat on October 20th , 

discussed ways to get more people to attend the meeting.  

 

Youth League- all of youth league attended ohana night, discussion about the set up of trunk or 

treat and they will also attend trunk or treat.  

 

Education- SADD students attended ohana night on behalf of education, and they will also attend 

trunk or treat. Discussion about ways to get more people to attend the meeting.  
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Rise for Recovery- Dan and Reid attend ohana night on behalf of rise for recovery and will also 

attend trunk or treat as well. The Rise for Recovery Community Gala is on September 20th and 

will have an update at the partnership meeting. 

 

BDAP Grants and Programs Updates: (Judy) 

 

PREP Grant:  No Update for this month 

PCCD Re-entry Women’s grant: Grant ended 6.30.2025.  We have received tentative approval 

of the grant through the County Opioid Settlement funds 

PCCD in prison medicated assisted treatment grant: Grant ended 6.30.2025.  We have 

received tentative approval of the grant through the County Opioid Settlement funds  

Children Youth and Families Discussion:  We have staff scheduled at the CYFS office in July.  

We have finalized the contract with the county.  Our staff are in the office appx 18 hours a week. 

Recognized Entity for Narcan:  Save a Life Day is today.  It is a national event that promotes 

the use and access to NARCAN.  We have numerous sites across the county participating in this 

event.  Sierra Binduga is a resident at West Virginia University who is a native of Blair County.  

She brought the initiative to the Blair County Overdose Prevention Task Force who also 

endorsed her efforts to have sites across Blair County to spread information and access on 

NARCAN.  She was able to get appx 7 sites to join her in this event.  BDAP has a table today 

and we are also manning a table at the Altoona Library. 

PA Traffic Injury Prevention Project:  No changes to date 

Drug Free Communities Grant:  See Briana’s report. 

Trauma Informed Organization-We have been meeting to review the survey results.  There 

were several areas we have initiated within our organization:  100% of staff are trained in trauma 

101-102.  We are in the process of 2 staff being trainers of trainers for Trauma 101 and 102.  This 

will provide the capacity to offer to our new staff on a regular basis as well as to the system.  We 

are screening for trauma on a regular basis in our Intensive Case Management services.  We 

provided a self-care training to all staff as they may be exposed to secondary trauma when 

working with individuals.   

CRAFT:  Next session for Craft will be scheduled after the first of the year. 

Opioid Settlement Funds:  The county released the RFP for another round of funding from the 

funds. 

PA Attorney General’s grant:  Our application was declined due to having staff expenses in the 

RFP.  We will not be re-submitting this proposal. 


