
 
 

 

Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnerships Advisory Meeting 

Location:  Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Conference Room 

February 27th, 2025 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions:  Notes on pages 2-3

2. Review of January 23rd, 2025 Minutes Pages 7-9

3. Additions to the Agenda:

4. Public Comment on Agenda Items:

5. Presentation:  Gambling—Prevention

6. Recognition of Voting Members

7. Partnership Action Items:   See Notes pages 2-3
 Action Item: Lamar-Billboard media campaign for Be Our Parent campaign 
Action Item: Seven Mountains Media-Be Our Parent PSA

Action Item: Seven Mountains Media-Engage, Empower, Believe PSA- page 4

8. Coalition Planning/Committee Reports:  See Notes pages 2-3

9. Partnership Subcommittee Updates: Pages 5-6

10. Partner Updates:  Opportunity for Partners to update

11. BDAP Grants and Program Updates: See Notes pages 2-3

12. Other:  Next meeting:  Thursday,  March 27th, 2025 

 

 

 

Thank you for all your support of the organizations and its employees!! 
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Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Advisory Meeting-NOTES 
February 27th, 2025-Conference Room G 

Welcome/Introductions 

Review of the Minutes: 

Presentation:  Gambling Presentation 

Recognition of Voting Members:   

We want to acknowledge the commitment to our coalition over the last 3-8 years of 2 of our 

members.  Lynn Thompson and Amy Graham.  We appreciate their dedication to the work we 

have accomplished under their leadership.  Both of their terms end March 31, 2025. 

Partnership Action Items: 

The DFC grant provides $9,000.00 in billboard purchases with 100% match for this campaign.  

The emailed billboards are being recommended by the Education Committee.  We are using 

students from the SADD group we work with in Hollidaysburg School District for one of the 

billboards. The picture will be taken the morning of our meeting. All billboard recommendations 

will be included via email prior to the meeting and available for review at the meeting.  

Action Item:  Recommendation from the Education Committee to approve the Lamar 

billboard media campaign for Be Our Parent billboards. 

We have funding of $2,000.00 for the Talk They Hear You Campaign.  We presented the 2024 

PSA to the Education Committee and SADD students, and they felt we should use the same 

recording as last year instead of re-recording with new youth.  The recording has been included 

with the email sent on Wednesday and will be available for review at the meeting. 

Action Item:  Recommendation from the Education Committee to approve the 7 Mountain 

PSA for the Be Our Parent campaign. 

We have $2,000.00 in funding for the Engage, Empower, Believe radio campaign.  Attached is 

the written copy of the message.  We will be seeking someone from the coalition to record the 

message at the studio. 

Action Item:  Recommendation from the Education Committee to approve the 7 Mountain 

PSA for the Engage, Empower, Believe campaign message. 

Coalition Planning/Committee Reports:  

CPDUD- working with Hollidaysburg SADD students to make recordings for TigerTV on 

driving under the influence of drug and alcohol, distracted driving, and seat belt safety. 

Discussing billboard for end of May, “Are You Going Out Tonight, So Are We” campaign. 

Youth League- movie day on February 14th at the Altoona Area Library (Inside Out 2) not a 

huge turn out but a good chance to be out in the community. Discussing an Easter event for the 

beginning of April. 

Education- discussed options for billboard campaigns, making the recommendation for the “Be 

Our Parent” billboard (attached); recommendation on PSA for “Be Our Parent” campaign; and 

recommendation on PSA for “Engage, Empower, Believe” campaign. Discussing ways to 

expand 
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Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Advisory Meeting-NOTES 
February 27th, 2025-Conference Room G 
 

 

our coalition through the education committee.  

 

Rise for Recovery- Voting on new logo for Rise for Recovery, open mic night at Cosmic Charlies 

on Friday February 28, and discussion about a Recovery Gala at the end of September. 

 

 

BDAP Grants and Program Updates: 

PREP Grant:  Met with the new Director on February 21st.  The meeting went well.  We are 

discussing barriers regarding confidentiality.  We also discussed opportunities to educate and 

outreach to the community on the project in light of the recent overdoses in northern Blair 

County.   

PCCD Re-entry Women’s grant: No update this month. 

DDAP Crisis Stabilization Grant:  Construction is completed.  They had an inspection this 

week.  Target date to open the unit is the week of March 3rd 2025. 

PCCD in prison medicated assisted treatment grant: Oct-Dec 2024 Quarterly report:  We 

served 71 individuals with MAT in the prison.  58 received Buprenorphine maintenance; 9 

received methadone and 3 received oral Naltrexone; 42 completed the MAT project-227 released 

to community; 13 transferred to another correction facility and other 2. 

Children Youth and Families Discussion:  Contract has been signed by the commissioners for 

the Seeking Safety classes and Letter of Agreement for the CM services.  We will be providing a 

Intensive Case Manager in their office one day a week to support warm hand off to care. 

Recognized Entity for Narcan:  No updates this month 

PA Traffic Injury Prevention Project:  We have been provided another opportunity to request 

additional car seats.  The convertible and combination size went very quick.  We are requesting 

additional car seats.  We are planning an event in May with the Central Regional PA Traffic 

Injury Prevention Project. 

Drug Free Communities Grant:  The grant renewal is due April 2025.  We are currently 

working on preparing our continuation request for the grant. 

Trauma Informed Organization-We completed a 4-part survey with our staff to measure our 

current base line on trauma informed care in 4 areas.  Supporting staff development; Creating 

Safe and Supportive Environment; Assessing and Planning Services; and Involving consumers.  

The Quality Improvement Team is reviewing the results and we will provide an update on this at 

our Apr or May meeting. 

CRAFT:  We are currently advertising our Mar 11th 2025 launch date for this new workshop.  

This workshop is for someone who has a loved one with a substance use disorder.  Please 

promote.   
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Discuss press release-Engage, Empower, Believe 

 

7 Mountain 

 

SAMPLE RADIO ADD: 

Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership is looking for individuals, parents, schools, emergency responders, 
youth and community partners and organizations to help support the mission of reducing substance use 
among our youth and adults.  

Communities that engage in supporting the work of our coalition, results in a healthier community for 
our youth, families and partners. 

Our coalition empowers our community to partner with us to use their talents, voice and influence to 
further the mission of the coalition 

There is power in our community coming together and we believe we can impact outcomes that 
substance use is having on our youth, adults and their families 

Be part of the solution:  Join our coalition 
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Partnership Subcommittee Updates  
February 2025  

Blair County Youth League   

  

o Winter Events o Movie day- day off school at the Altoona Library- 

February 14th @ 1:00pm (not well attended) 

o Fundraising- selling Woody’s cards 

o Easter Event- picture with the easter bunny beginning of April (waiting to 

confirm the date) 

Next meeting: Tuesday, March 4, 2025, at 2:30pm @ Blair Drug and Alcohol. Zoom option 

available   

CPDUD: (Committee to Prevent DUI’s and Underage Drinking)    

  

Discussing billboard for “Are You Going Out Tonight, So Are We” campaign.  

  

Next Meeting –  Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 8:30am @ Blair Drug and Alcohol. Zoom option 

available as well.   

  

  

Rise for Recovery  o Trainings- CRS/Leadership o CRS Training 

classes – starting again April 4th   

o Activities: Open Mic Night February 28 at Cosmic Charlies 

                      Open Mic Night March 20 at Green Bean 

  

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 2:00pm @ Blair Drug and Alcohol. Zoom option 
available  

  

Education Committee  o Marketing/Media: o Billboard – Be Our Parent – Continues to play for 

free, until another business buys the spot     

 

o DFC: 

 • Engage, Empower, and Believe billboard and PSA – now 

• Be Our Parent billboard and PSA - end of April  

• Talk They Hear You billboard and PSA - August  

   

  

  

o Prevention Groups:  o Back in schools- Currently active in Williamsburg SD, Bellwood SD, 

Claysburg SD, Spring Cove SD, Tyrone SD  

 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, March 20, 2025 at 1:30pm @ Blair Drug and Alcohol. Zoom option 
available  
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• SMART Recovery: Support Group being held at BDAP.  Facilitator trained 

and certified in the National Smart Recovery model –SMART Recovery is 

now held on Mondays 6:30-8:00pm in person at BDAP and via zoom  

  

• HOPE Support Group- Every Wednesday, 5:30-7:30 pm-in person at BDAP 

and via Zoom  

  

• Healing Hearts: Support Group for families who have lost someone to 

substance use. The group is scheduled for the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 

each month from 6pm-8pm.   

  

• All Recovery meetings continue   
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Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Advisory Meeting Minutes 
January 23, 2025-Conference Room G 
 

 

 

Welcome/Introductions: 

Voting Members In-Person: Kylee Wisor, Holly O’Connor, Amy Graham, Tricia Johnson, 

Lynn Thompson Gregory 

Voting Members on Zoom: Clark Sheehe, Ryan Custead, Josh Hayes 

Voting Members Absent with Notice: Brendan Moran 

Voting Members Absent without Notice: None  

Non-Voting Members In-Person: Michelle Childers, Michaela Benson, Donna Carter, Judy 

Rosser, Ben Eberhart, Amanda Humphreys, Marcee Petrarca 

Non-Voting Members on Zoom: Jeff Colbert, Joe Bettwy, Mary Fleck, Eric Fritz 

 

Review of the Minutes:  Clark Sheehe made the motion to approve the December meeting 

minutes. Amy seconded the motion. Motion approved by all voting members present.  

 

Additions to Agenda/Public Comments: None  

 

Presentation:  Youth League Committee: Michaela discussed what the committee does in the 

community, what events are coming up and fundraisers coming up. Agencies come together to 

give kids and families in the county fun things to do. Some of the events include the Pittsburgh 

Zoo, DelGrosso’s Park and an Altoona Curve baseball game.  

 

Partnership Action Items: 

Requesting approval of the Engage, Empower and Believe Billboards to promote the coalition.  

This is a $9,000.00 Campaign.  The billboard copies are attached to the notes. This campaign 

will start running on February 10th, 2025. 

Action:  Amy made a motion to approve the education committee’s recommendation on the 

billboard copies for the engage, empower, believe campaign.  Holly seconded the motion. 

Motion was approved by all voting members present.  

 

Slate of Officers for 2025 Discussion: It was discussed at the last meeting we are in need of the 

Chair and second Chair.  I was able to reach out to some of the members who were consistent in 

their attendance at the meeting.  Ryan Custead has agreed to be considered for the second chair, 

at time of developing the packet the Chair position was still open.  Judy did reach out to Clark 

Sheehe who agreed to being nominated as the chair.   The following is the slate of officers. 

 

Chair: Clark Sheehe; First Vice Chair:  Brendan Moran; Second Vice Chair:  Ryan Custead. 

Action Item:  Amy made the motion to approve the Slate of Officers for the 2025 calendar 

year. Tricia seconded the motion. The motion was approved by all voting members present.  

 

Coalition Planning/Committee Reports: 

CPDUD- working with Hollidaysburg SADD students to make recordings for TigerTV on 

driving under the influence of drug and alcohol, distracted driving, and seat belt safety.  

Youth League- movie day on February 14th at the Altoona Area Library (Inside Out 2) and 

talking about different fundraising opportunities.  

Education- discussed options for billboard campaigns and the design for each of them, discussing 

ways to expand our coalition through the education committee.  
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Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Advisory Meeting Minutes 
January 23, 2025-Conference Room G 
 

 

Rise for Recovery- discussion about changing the logo for Rise for Recovery, establishing a new 

site for open mic night at Cosmic Charlies, and discussion about winter event. Arts in Recovery 

on May 16th (flyer to be sent out in February). Planning has started for the Recovery Walk.  

 

Partner Updates: 

Tricia (Dept. of Social Services)-Commissioner’s meetings are now at 10am on Thursdays 

Ben (Arkview)-MAT training on March 28th at the facility 

Josh (Center for Community Action)-Working on grants get assistance for those in the area 

Mary (Penn Highlands)-Looking to fill the Director position 

Joe (CCBH)-Blair County Stakeholder Meeting on February 12th  

Jeff-Multi Dimensional Family Therapy has a new supervisor, Chandler. He will be attending 

future meetings on behalf of Evolution Counseling.  

Eric-Duncansville Community Center is up and running. It holds approximately 200 people for 

events. Additional upgrades will be happening in the spring.  

 

BDAP Grants and Program Updates 

PREP Grant:  A new director is being assigned to the Emergency Department in the next month.  

We are hoping this director will provide some positive direction for this project.   

PCCD Re-entry Women’s grant: Grant expires on 6/30/2025.  We have received a large order 

of supplies to support the group.  We will continue to operate the group with our current 

resources. 

DDAP Crisis Stabilization Grant:  Construction to be completed in January 2025.  A request to 

extend the funds till June 30, 2025 was submitted and approved by DDAP.  The amendment to 

the contract has been executed. 

PCCD in prison medicated assisted treatment grant:  The prison sees approximately 20-25 

individuals per day for MAT services.  We received the approval of the MAT grant through June 

30, 2025.  The amendment to the Prime Care Contract has been executed. No other updates at 

this time. 

Children Youth and Families Discussion:  Contract is being forwarded to the commissioners 

for approval for the Seeking Safety service and Letter of Agreement for the CM services.  We 

will be providing a Intensive Case Manager in their office one day a week to support warm hand 

off to care. 

Recognized Entity for Narcan:  Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs has taken over the 

management of the Narcan distribution from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 

Delinquency.  We have distributed 984 doses from Jul-Dec 2024 

PA Traffic Injury Prevention Project:  There was a lot of activity related to this project.  We 

got notified the second week of December that the seats would start to be shipped in the third 

week of December.  It was CRAZY!  We had a large box truck with over 200 seats each 

delivered each day from Dec 17th-20th and 2 box trucks on the 20th.  The last shipment was on the 

31st.  We received 250 infants, 250 convertible’s, 250 combinations, 250 high back boosters and 

250 boosters.  We had them secured everywhere.  We started to provide some to partnering 

agencies and one of their clients posted it on Face Book and we got slammed with phone calls 

and people showing up.  We organized several dates and times we would be distributing them to 

the community.  To date we exhausted the convertible and combination style and have about ½ 

of each of the other styles.  The staff did a great job at rallying to get the trucks unloaded and to 

support the distribution dates.  It was a great way to give back to the community over the holiday 
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Blair Drug and Alcohol Partnership Advisory Meeting Minutes 
January 23, 2025-Conference Room G 
 

 

season.  Everyone was so grateful for the seats, and no one took advantage of it by asking for 

more than they needed. Our last 2 events were much more organized, and we were able to also 

include some of our prevention information/coalition and information on our services. 

Drug Free Communities Grant:  We received notification that we were awarded year 6 of the 

grant.  Our amended budget was approved.  Brianna Cunningham has accepted the PT position 

for this grant. 

Trauma Informed Organization-We are adding this to our notes to keep the partnership aware 

of the work we are going to be doing to support our organization environment and staffing to 

become more trauma informed.  I will be sharing our plans as we move forward on this process.  

We have added this to our manager/supervisor and all staff meeting agendas to start.  We have 

identified a team of approximately 6 people to serve on a quality improvement team to begin our 

planning around training, facility environment and screening for trauma within the service we 

offer.  We will be doing a survey in the month of January of the staff to get input on planning for 

this project. 

CRAFT:  Community Reinforcement and Family Training is an evidence-based intervention that 

assists family, and friends develop effective strategies for helping their loved ones.  We have 

trained 5 staff to offer this education to our family members.  It is an open-ended class so a 

family can start any point they contact our office.  We will be offering it on going. We are in the 

implementation phase of the project.  We hope to start our first workshop next month (Feb).  

There is also a Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency Grant we may apply for 

due 2/28/25 to support funding the workshops starting 7/1/2025.  It is a 2-year grant. 

 

 

BDAP Bi-annual report;  July 1- December 31 2024-attached in packet 

 Amanda went over the data in the bi-annual report.  
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